
                                                  2025 ANNUAL FALL BOARD AND MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

                                             The Hilton Promenade 

                                      Branson, Missouri 

                                      October 9-10, 2025 

The meeting was called to order by President Joe Brinker at 8:30 AM CDT. President Brinker welcomed 
all guests and members. 

President Brinker called for a vote to approve the minutes from the 2025 Spring Meeting. He informed 
members that a copy of the minutes is available for review on the MDPA website. The minutes were 
approved as presented. 

University Updates 

Dr. Ahmed Hammam, Ph.D. (Kansas State University) provided an update on the university’s dairy barn 
renovation project, new equipment acquisitions, and developments in research and education. He also 
announced the introduction of a new course in dairy product judging, with a goal of competing in the 
national contest in Milwaukee. Dr. Hammam expressed appreciation to the MDPA for providing $3,500 
in scholarships for three K-State students. 

Dr. D.J. Ryu, Ph.D. (University of Missouri) shared an update on the new MU Creamery project, which 
has a targeted completion date of March 1, 2026. An external advisory board is being formed, and Dr. 
Ryu requested a volunteer from the MDPA to serve. Interested members were asked to contact him 
directly. 

Committee Reports 

Treasurer’s Report – President Brinker presented the Secretary/Treasurer’s report. As of August 30, 
2025, the checking account balance was $75,097.47. The spring meeting generated a $125 surplus, 
while the fall meeting resulted in a $3,100 loss. Future adjustments to meeting fees were discussed. 
Total scholarship disbursements for the year amounted to $11,795. 

Correspondence – No report was presented. 

Audit – Jon Bebermeyer reported no new business. 

Missouri Dairy Hall of Honors – Jon Bebermeyer reported no updates but encouraged members to 
consider nominations for the January awards, due November 1. The group nominated Matt McClelland 
for the Dairy Leadership Award. No nominations were made for the Meritorious Service Award. 

Membership – Jon Bebermeyer reported that, as of August, the mailing list included 104 members, with 
35 paid memberships. 

Legislative – Tony Benz (The Benz Group, LLC) provided a legislative update, discussing recent and 
upcoming legislation, including efforts to reintroduce whole milk in schools and ongoing discussions 
about raw milk safety. 



Scholarship – Vice President Pete Hood reported that $9,000 was raised for the MDPA Scholarship Fund, 
with an additional $2,400 contributed by individuals. Two thank-you letters from Kansas State University 
scholarship recipients were read. A check for $9,000 was also presented to Dr. D.J. Ryu. 

2026 Slate of Officers 

Jon Bebermeyer announced his retirement and will not return to the board next year. The executive 
committee will meet to develop a succession plan. 

Kevin Harrah will be stepping down and will be replaced by Mitchell Albers by the 2026 Spring Meeting. 

Old and New Business 

President Brinker called for old business. It was announced that the 2026 MDPA Spring Meeting will be 
held at The Lodge of Four Seasons, May 27–29, 2026. 

President Brinker then called for new business. A motion was made and seconded to hold the 2026 
MDPA Fall Meeting on October 1–2, 2026, at the Hilton Promenade Hotel in Branson, Missouri, pending 
hotel confirmation. The motion carried. 

With no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The meeting concluded at 9:30 
AM CDT. The motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Bill Wilberding 
Secretary/Treasurer 


